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Codey
blocks
windmills
until 2006

—.arein-G

Panel to examine offshore
wind farms for 15 months.

By TOM BALDWIN
Gannett New Jersey

TRENTON — Acting Gov.
Richard J. Codey on Thurs-
day slapped a moratorium on
power-generating windmills
off the Shore, raising objec-
tions from emimmnenta.l!isrs
and elevating the issue for
coastal residents who may
have tolook at the things,

“It is time for us to hear
from the public,” Codey said.

“Is it implying that wind is
bad?” countered David
Pringle, campaign director
for the New Jersey Environ-
mental Federation.

Codey named a panel of
nine members that will take
15 months to study i
electric power from wind-
mills planned 300 to 400 feet
off the ocean’s surface, at lo-
cales five miles at sea, from
Monmouth County to Cape

County.

Ma'a[yhe panel members were
all appointed by the gover-
1nor. Six are described as bei

from the “public,” and three
ey’s-Cabinet —
top executives at the
Board of Public Utilities,
Department of Envi en-
tal Protection and the com-

N . ;l:lmd Cod

one is to id,
:;pj?lkeswoman Kelley Hegl‘:

The chairman, Red Bank
Mayor Edward McKenna, is
one of the Eubl.ic members,
though he has worked as a
lawyer for the New Jersey
Sﬁoﬂs and Exposition Au-
thority, noted Jeff Tittel,
head of the New Jersey
ter oti' the Sierra Club, and

e.

“Mr. McKenna did do legal
work on a specific issue with
the sports authority,” Heck
said. t is completed, so
he technically is a civilian
member.”

Codey ordered a freeze on

k- ] the Sra-“nng of per-
mits and construction of any
offshore windmills for the
15 months of the panel’s
study. The panel must have at
leastthree public hearings be-

| fore making its report, due by

late March 2006.

The issue concerns legions
of residents with questions
about windmills that Pri
and Tittel said commonly de-
liver electricity to communi-
ties in northern Europe, as
wellaspeople with directeco-
nomicinterestsin the coast—
from fishermen and board-
walk to sea trans-
ortation companies and

rival power producers.
Questions, for example, in-
clude: Will the windmills be
visible from beaches and
boardwalks? Might they be
hazards to commercial or
recreational navigation? Will
the owners be able to tell fish-
ermen to steer clear? Are they
noisy or a threat to birds?

—“Today's-action ensures-

that no offshore, wind-tur-
bine facilities will be con-
structed for the next 15
months off New Jersey’s
shore,” Codey said. “This
issue raises important ques-
Senosionp it
with gl air
pollution levels and how we
will utilize one of our most
precious resources — the Jer-
sey Shore.”

Tittel said he would prefer
the panel have a member
from the alternative-energy
realm

But Pringle and one of the
panelists, American Littoral
Society executive director
Timothy . Dillingham, said

ere is one — Scott A. Wein-
er, who directs the Center for
Energy, Economic and Envi-
ronmental Policy at Rutgers
and formerly ran the Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection gd u‘;lg.lit;es board.

“It's relati balanced,”
Pringle said of the panel.

_In addition to McKenna,
Dilling] Weiner and the
three Cabinet members, the
task force includes:

B Theodore J. Korth of the
%dubon BSociety, from Bor-

town, Burlington County.

B Bonnie J. McCay, a Rut-
gers professor and vice chair-
woman of the Marine Pro-
tected Areas Federal Advisory



