Codey’s Plans
Leave Project
In Meadows

In Doubt
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TRENTOM, Mov, 18 — Acting Gov, Rich-
ard J. Codey’s plan to revitalize the sports
complex in the New Jersey Meadowlands
has raised questions about the future of the
huge shopping and entertainment develop-
ment that former Gov. James E, McGree-
vey's administration approved for the site,

The $1.3 hillon development project,
called Meadowlands Xanadu, has heen un-
der attacl by environmentalists and local
opponents who contend that it will be little
more than a big shopping mall. The main de-
veloper, which has promoted similar
projects around the nation as “shoppertain-
ment," won approval for the project from
the Mew Jersey Sports and Exposition Au-
thority earlier this fall.

The project has signumant'suppurL from

imporeant political figures, including United
States Representative Robert Menendez
and former State Senator John Lynch. At
the groundbrealing Oct. §, Mr. MceGreevey
spoke effusively about the entertainment
and shopping “destination” that he said
would bring crowds bacl to the site of the
angging sports complex. : ;

But while Mr, McGreevey wanted the
state to get out of the sports business, Mr.
Codey wants o resuscitate it, using state
money if necessary. Mr. Codey, who hecame

© acting governor on Tuesday, has asked the
chairman of the sports authority, Carl Gold-
berg, to review the plan for the sparts com-
plex site. Mr, Codey "wants to he thoronghly
debriefed within the next conple weelos," Mr,
Galdberg said,

Ag for the Xanadu development team, the
Mills Corporation and the Mack-Cali Realty
Corporation, Mr. Goldberg said: “There are
significant apreements in place, but that
doesn't mean the land plan can'l be refined
going forward. If we have to go back to Mills
and Mack-Cali and request some modifica-
tions to their land plan in order to aceommo-
date what Governor Codey wants over the
years, we will," i

The sports complex includes Giants Sta-
dium, where the New York Giants, the Mew
¥orl Jets and the MetroStars soccer team
play, the Meadowlands Racetrack and the
Continental Airlines Arena, shared by the
Mew Jerdey Mets and the Mew Jersey Dev-
ils, Of the five sports teams, four have pro-

posed new homes: the Jets in a stadium on_ .
the West Side of Manhattan, the Nets in

Brooklyn, the Devils in an arena in Newark
and the MetroStars in Harrison, B.J;

What the sports-friendly Mr, Codey wants
is a new stadium for the Giants, a separate
arena for the MetroStars and video slot ma-
chines at the racetrack. He also wants to
keep the Jets and the Mets. But some sports
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industry experls and environmental
advocates say that the 400-acre site
cannot accommodate all that and
Xanadu, with 5 million square feet of

retail, entertainment and office .

SpiAace,

The state chapter of the Sierra
Club has sued the sports authority
over Xanadu, arguing that the state
failed to conduct the required envi-
ronmental impact studies, Jeff Tit-
tel, the club president, said the
project would bring 100,000 Lo 125,000
additional cars a day. If the sports
complex is expanded as well, he said,
“it's going to burst al the seams.”

Michael Rowe, a sports industry
consultant who is advising Mr. Codey
un the sports complex, sald, “I think
everything is in play.”

“To say we wanl to de-emphasize
sports and look at making it a retail-
entertainment-office-honsing-sports
complex, 1 believe he has earned the
right to double-check whether that's
the solution (0 what the Meadow-
lands needs to be in the 2000's," Mr.
Rowe said.

Still, the site preparation for Xana-
du is under way and the developers
need just one more approval, from
the Army Corps of Engineers,

“We've got our state permits and a
contract with the state, and are look-
ing forward to building this project,”
said Robert Sommer, a spokesman
for Mills and Mack-Cali. “The new
povernor has lot of exciting propos-
als that would potentially enhance
Meadowlands Xanaduw.”

George Zolfinger, the sports au-
thority president, also says the
projects are compatible. “We feel
pretty  strongly that the Xanacdu
project works well with the site” Mr.
Zoffinger said. “II's going to take
planning. It's going to lake crealiv-
ity. But I'm very pleased that the
governor realized we have real op-
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Officials of at least some of the
teams now at the Meadowlands are
not so sure, The Giants, Jets and
Devils all sent letters in recent
weeks to the sports aothority ex-
pressing concerns over how Xanacdu
would affect parking and traffic for
their fans. The parking is a special
concern o t_]le foothall teams be-
cause garage parking is slower to
empty out than surface parking, and
makes tailgating all but imposshle,

The Giants have heen negotiating
with the sports authority for several
years, reaching an agreement last
year for a $375 million renovation of
the 28-year-old stadium when. what
the team really wanted was a new
stadium. While Mr. Zoffinger has a

- history of friction with the feam

management, Mr. Codey’s statement
last week thal he favorad a new sta-
dinm clearly encouraged the Glants,

“I think that Richard Codey has
expressed to us that he wants to
make a deal with us, and we're very
optimistic that we will be able to ac-
complish that,” said John Mara, the
Giants' executive vice president and
chief operating officer.

Mr. Mara said his team was con-
ducting its own review of Xanadu's
effects. “We're working with them to
male sure it's possible to coexlst,”
he said. “I’'m not sure that it is, but
we're keeping an open mind. ™

Lou Lamoriello, the Devils' chief
executive and general manager,
gaid, “It's about how our fans will be
affected when they come o the
game, whether it has to do with park-
ing, or egress or entrance.”

Mr. Lamoriello continued,, “From
what T can tell, none of the teams
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have been satisfied to the point
where they're comfortable,”

Mr. Codey, while declining to dis-
cuss the Xanadu project, said in an
interview that he was committed to
improving relations with the teams.
If the Jets, Mets and Devils leave,
Mr. Codey said, “that leaves what is
now an old foothall stadium but a
good one, and a racetrack that like
all ather racetracks every year loses
altendance.”

He said he wanted to keep the com-
plex’s position as the premier sports
center in the New York region. “It
should still be a mecca for sports,”
not a center in decline, he said. Mr.
Codey also voiced doubts about New
York's succeeding in luring the Mets
and Jets, despite Mayvor Michael R
Bloomberg's fervent campaigning
“There’s only so much Bloomberg
can spend on sports teams,” he said,

The courting of sports teams i
also an issue with New Jersey voters
however, Polls have shown that mos!
supported Mr. McGreevey's refusa
to spend any state money on the
teams, and efforts to build an aren:
in Mewark, which is to be financed by
the Devils and the city, have barelh
moved in three years.

But Mr. Rowe said polls als:
showed that Mew Jersey resident
are enthusiastic about the sport
complex. “When New Jerseyan
were polled in the 1980°s about wha
they were most proud of in NMew Jer
gy, they listed the Meadowlands a
the top thing," he said. “They wer
proud for the Meadowlands to b
hosting in excess of seven or eigl
million people a vear, and to hav
five professional sports teams.”-



